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Career exploration and preparation is often featured at the secondary level, but it is never too early to spark 

interest in career pathways. Because we know that females and people of color are underrepresented in 

career pathways in STEM (including computer science), it is important to incorporate activities at the ele-

mentary level to engage these students in career-themed investigations and activities that promote curiosity 

and provide enrichment experiences. Ideally, these activities and experiences should incorporate a cultural 

component to support interest in innovative, STEM careers, perhaps through female and minority role mod-

els. iD Tech offers a suite of free resources for educators, parents and students that can provide hands-on 

experiences through a variety of options, including multimedia presentations, interactive platforms, and un-

plugged crafts to learn about STEM contributions made by groundbreakers, inventors, and changemakers of 

color – both modern day and throughout history. Click here to explore these resources and learn more 

about how you can use them to ignite discussions on career pathways in your classroom.  

Greetings!  

Welcome to our February newsletter! This month, we delve into the exciting realm of career connections in 

the field of computer science. Whether a seasoned professional or just starting out, we explore opportunities 

for networking, skill-building, and professional growth within the dynamic landscape of technology and com-

puter science.  

 

This month is often associated with love and celebration, primarily due to Valentine's Day on February 14th. 

It's a time for expressing affection and appreciation for those we care about. Additionally, in some cultures, 

February also marks the beginning of various traditional celebrations and festivals. Join us as we celebrate 

Black History Month with Code.org, International Day of Women and Girls in Science the United Nations 

on February 11, and Introduce a Girl to Engineering Day with Discover Engineering on February 22. 

 

Thank you to everyone in the current cohort that submitted the computer science implementation survey 

prior to January 22, 2024. If you received a recent email from Dr. Jennifer Maeng of the University of Virgin-

ia this January, please take a moment to complete the survey by following this link: https://

virginia.az1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_dg2hNAnPWs63HVk. It will take about 
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