
Biography of Florence Pavlides Blankenship

Honoree of the Blankenship Memorial Scholarship
for the ODU Master of Library and Information Studies Program

Born in New York City to Greek Cypriot parents, Flo was a dedicated Virginia Beach educator, a
high school librarian and English teacher. She earned both her B.A. with an English specialty
(1962) and her M.S. in education--emphasis in library science (1984) at Old Dominion
University.

Her parents, Christ and Mary Pavlides, were in the restaurant business and in 1942 followed an
opportunity that led them away from New York City and brought them to Norfolk, Virginia.
Christ and Mary strongly believed in the power of education and always encouraged both Flo





and her brother-in-law Robert C. Wood (ODU ’52) have endowed a scholarship in Flo’s name to
support a student admitted to the Master of Library and Information Studies Program within the
Darden College of Education and Professional Studies. This generous gift will continue to
celebrate Flo’s life of giving by generating tuition assistance to a deserving ODU in perpetuity.


